
New Housing Code: Residential Complying Development
Your guide to faster approvals

Step 1
Choose your

development type

Corner
Lot

Standard 
Lot

Parallel 
Road Lot

Battle-Axe 
Lot

Division 2 Primary Standards

Maximum building height

Maximum gross floor area

Minimum landscaped area

Minimum setbacks (depending on chosen lot type)

Step 2
Choose your

lot type

Step 3
Refer to the relevant Division in the Housing Code

that applies to your development type

Step 4
Refer to Tertiary Development

Standards - Division 5

Corner
Lot

Standard 
Lot

Parallel 
Road Lot

Battle-Axe 
Lot

Corner
Lot

Standard 
Lot

Parallel 
Road Lot

Battle-Axe 
Lot

Division 2 Secondary Standards

Building design

Attached balconies, decks, patios,
terraces, etc

Privacy screening

Car parking

Division 3 Primary Standards

Maximum building height

Maximum gross floor area

Minimum landscaped area

Minimum setbacks (depending on chosen lot type)

Division 3 Secondary Standards

Building design

Attached balconies, decks, patios,
terraces, etc

Privacy screening

Car parking

Division 4
Primary

Standards

Maximum gross 
floor area

Minimum
landscaped 

area

Division 4 Secondary Standards

Cabana, cubby houses, fernery, garden shed, gazebo and greenhouse

Garages and carports

Decks, patios, pergolas, terraces and verandahs

Detached studios

Swimming pools

Fences

New house

Alterations, additions and attached 
development

Detached
development
(sheds, detached
garages, pools, etc)

Division 5 Tertiary Standards

Earthworks retaining walls and
structural support

Drainage

Adjoining walls

Conditions for Complying
Development

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has simplified the Housing Code to make building and renovating easier. Below is the layout of the new Code and the step by step process for applicants proposing a 
new home or renovation. Once you have determined if you can do complying development on your property (refer to planningportal.nsw.gov.au/building-or-renovating), follow these steps:

Division 5 Tertiary Standards

Earthworks retaining walls and
structural support

Drainage

Adjoining walls

Conditions for Complying
Development

Division 5 Tertiary Standards

Earthworks retaining walls and
structural support

Drainage

Adjoining walls

Conditions for Complying
Development


